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Current Events
Ferrick, T.Jr. (2007). Tom Ferrick Jr: The Land that Time, and Good Sense Forgot. The Philadelphia Inquirer. http://www.philly.com/inquirer/currents/12289146.html 

This article discusses current issues that the entire state is dealing with, such as diminishing population. The writer takes a look back to when William Penn first landed, and the style of living compared to the present. The article grabs your attention by asking a question of the current situation Pennsylvania is facing. The article will help the reader realize the differences between the 17th century living and today’s. It will urge the reader to have an eagerness of understanding our current issues we are dealing with.

Fischer,J.(2008). Philadelphia Firsts: Leading the Way to Education, horticulture, Public Services and More. Your Guide to Philadelphia and South Jersey.  http://philadelphia.about.com/cs/history/a/philly_firsts.htm 
This article discusses Philadelphia’s accomplishments in education, horticulture and political advancements. The writer guides the reader to understand how Philadelphia played an important role in the growth of the nation. The article dives into many aspects of the city and displays Philadelphia’s achievements with style. This will encourage the reader to research more about Philadelphia and also prepare them for a tour of the city.  
George Bezanis
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Annotated List of Websites:

A Brief History of Philadelphia:

http://www.ushistory.org/philadelphia/philadelphia.html
A website sponsored by the Independence Hall Association which spearheaded the creation of Independence National Historical Park. The link provided explores the history of Philadelphia from its colonial foundations up to the Consolidation Act of 1854. At that point in time, the City of Philadelphia expanded to encompass the County of Philadelphia and incorporated what, up until that point, had been towns lying outside of the city’s boundaries.

Atwater Kent Museum Site:

http://www.philadelphiahistory.org/
This is the website maintained by the museum. It acts as a focus of our virtual field trip and details all the exhibits and artifacts students can explore at the museum. Those interested in the history of the museum and the building that currently houses it can also read up on those topics.
Explore PA History:

http://www.explorepahistory.com
The website is maintained by the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, the William Penn Foundation, and the United States Department of Education. It explores the history of the state and its various regions (including Philadelphia) from the earliest colonial days to the present day. The “Stories of PA History” section is especially interesting providing readers with details accounts of Pennsylvanians from those that participated in the French and Indian War to the histories of jazz and baseball in the state.
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania:

http://www.hsp.org/
This is the main site of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, an organization founded in 1824 and housing over 19 million manuscripts and graphic items. The website itself has numerous links for those interested in Pennsylvania and Philadelphia history. Some sections of note are the “Exploring Diversity” page which lists various ethnic minorities that have settled in the region throughout its history. The “Pennsylvania’s New Immigrants” section also provides insight into the newer African, Arab, and Latino communities.

